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He was also informed that an additional force of a thousand men had been provided to follow him to Santa Fe, to which place he was directed to
proceed; and he was instructed, after making himself master of New Mexico, to press on with his remaining force to California. He was to enlist such
volunteers as he might pick up along the way, the total enlistment not to exceed one-third of his original force. He was permitted to choose his own
route, but it was suggested that the so-called Caravan Route, by which the old communication between that country and New Mexico had been
carried on, could be more easily traversed in winter time, and the wish was expressed that he should reach California by winter. It was expected that
the United States naval forces would be in possession of the Pacific seacoast by the time Kearny would arrive there, and that they would cooperate
with him in the conquest of the country. However. Kearny was not definitely bound to a fixed program, for Secretary Marcy s letter expressly stated
that A large discretionary power is invested in you in regard to these matters, as well as to all others. The letter of instructions ended with advice as
to the government to be set up in the event of the conquest of California, and instructions for the kind treatment of the Californians. Following the
instructions, Colonel Kearny left Leavenworth about the end of June, occupied Santa Fe, and accomplished the conquest of New Mexico, as...
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