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OUDER Mr. S. There comes a time when public officials need to de-pend upon the advice of experts when you have a situation like the spread of West
Nile virus. When the Indiana Allen County boards of health agreed that spraying was needed to help reduce risk of the West Nile virus spreading, it
should have not been delayed by some public officials. We need to work together, local, State, and Federal, to fight the public enemy of West Nile
virus like we are working together to fight terrorism. As | say, this has been a very difficult issue, multiple deaths, still more notices pouring in on the
infection. Part of the problem has been that there has been no clear test, and people cant get the results for 3 weeks. Some of them are now down to
10 days. No specific medication exists to treat it, and no vaccine is available to prevent it, which means its as scary a phenomenon as you can have
as a parent and family member. Food and Drug Administration has predicted the test may be available by next summer, and the National Institutes
of Health forecasts a vaccine will not be ready for at least 3 to 5 years. Doc-tor Jesse L. Goodman of the FDA is here today to provide us with an
update on the progress that is being made in developing these necessities. Until tests, treatments, and vaccines are available, pre-vention remains
the only defense we have against West Nile virus. Earlier this week the House of Representatives passed a bill au-thorizing 100 million in grants for
communities to develop mos-quito control programs. Dr. James Hughes, the Director...
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