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*****This is a study of some of the luminaries of the 18th and 19th centuries. From the preface: The men | selected for study were those who,
whether they called themselves philosophers or not, seemed to me to have a definite philosophy of life, those who had a message for their own
times of sufficient importance and distinctiveness to merit public attention. It is my purpose in these sketches to show the trend and importance of
these diverse theories, so that a reader who had not had the opportunity to range over the complete works of a dozen authors might find which of
them was best adapted to serve him as guide, philosopher, and friend. In a word, my part is merely to act as the host at a reception who introduces
his guests and then leaves them to follow up such acquaintanceships as seem profitable. My aim is exposition rather than criticism. Although | have
not thought it necessary absolutely to suppress my own opinions, | trust this has not prevented me from giving a fair and sufficiently sympathetic
presentation of each man s views in turn. My list of the Twelve Major Prophets of Today consisted of the following names: Maurice Maeterlinck, Henri
Bergson, Henri Poincare, Elie Metchnikoff, Wilhelm Ostwald, Ernst Haeckel, George Bernard Shaw, Herbert George Wells, Gilbert Keith Chesterton, F.
C. S. Schiller, John Dewey, and Rudolf Eucken. | had not taken nationality into consideration, but | found that | had chosen four from England, three
from Germany, two from France, and one each from Belgium, Russia, and the United States of America. Four of the twelve were professors of
philosophy; four were men...
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