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posterior to that of the origins we are curious about. To speak paradoxically, history begins long before history. Vague and often very unreliable
traces of it - traditional history - are to be found in the sagas and hero-songs of bards and scalds. But bards and scalds are themselves an outcome
of the heroic age - an age of warlike organisation and of petty chieftains, if not of kings; an age, indeed, when ownership and marriage have
already a long history, and are of that patriarchal type which the Bible, if not Maurer or Maine, has made familiar to all of us. About the Publisher
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