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PSYCHE S LAMP; A REVALUATION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES AS FOUNDATION OF ALL
THOUGHT

Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VI THE ORGANISM AND FOCAL CONSCIOUSNESS
One great disadvantage that besets our study of conscious psychism is that the only specimen available to direct observation is the most complex
and elaborate under the sun. We are in very much the same position in our investigation of psychological dynamics as we should be if we set about
the study of physical dynamics and, knowing nothing of the simpler kinds of machines, such as a lever, a wheel, a crank, were compelled to begin
our enquiry into mechanical principles by considering, say, a great newspaper printing-machine whirling at high speed, with all its cylinders, cog-
wheels, tubular plates, shaIs and cranks in rapid and complex motion, and we were to endeavour to formulate our notions of mechanical
principles from that. You may well imagine how unsatisfactory the progress of our science of mechanics would be under those circumstances, and
how long it would take us to discover, for instance, the simple laws of motion formulated by Galilei and Newton. The extremely complex, composite
nature of the only form of psychic machine known to us by direct experience constitutes a serious handicap, and renders us naturally liable to
mistake the superficial and incidental for the essential and fundamental, a type of error with which all our psychology is deeply fraught. Hence it is
that in order to understand the essential and fundamental features of the operation of psychic act on we have been obliged to refer...
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