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America My inquiries at St. Petersburgh were carried on with equal facility and success. In examining into the nearest communication between our
conti nent and that of America, it became of consequence to obtain authentic ih formation concerning the discoveries of the Russians in their
navigation from Kamchatka towards the coast of America. Accurate relations of their first voyage, in 1741, have been published by Muller and
Gmellin. Several fo reign authors have entertained an opinion, that the court of Russia studi onsly conceals the pi s which has been made by more
recent naviga. Tors. And suDers the pl! Lie to be amused with false accounts of their route. Such conduct appeared to me unsuitable to those liberal
sentiments, and that patronage of science, for which the present sovereign of Russia is emi nent; nor could I discern any political reason, that might
render it improper to apply for information concerning the late attempts of the Russians to open a communication between Asia and America. My
ingenious country man, Dr. Rogerson, first physician to the empress. Presented my request to her Imperial Majesty, who not only disclaimed any
idea of concealment, but instantly ordered the journal of Captain Krenitzin, who conducted the only voyage of discovery made by public authority
since the year 1741, to be translated, and his original chart to be copied for my use. By consultin them, I have been enabled to give a more accurate
view of the progress an extent of the Russian discoveries than has hitherto been communicated to the public. Prom other quarters I have received
information of great utility and im portance. Mr. Ie Chevalier de Pinto, the minister...
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