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*****The Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Comprehensive Plan details work that has been accomplished, along with future efforts needed to
achieve safe integration of UAS into the National Airspace System (NAS). Throughout Fiscal Year 2012 (FY12), work was conducted to develop
elements required to create a more complete picture of achieving safe UAS integration. The perspectives and information available from these
individual activities create a framework and reveal an evolving capability for the integration of UAS into the NAS. Representatives from the Next
Generation Air Transportation System (NextGen) partner agencies - the Departments of Transportation (DOT), Defense (DoD), Commerce (DOC),
and Homeland Security (DHS), the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) - as well as
industry representatives, provided through the FAA s UAS Aviation Rulemaking Committee (ARC), have actively participated in constructing this Plan.
The completed work is a testament to the collaboration among representatives from the partner agencies and the UAS community. The continued
safe integration of UAS in the NAS and increased NAS access for UAS will be driven by incremental advances in: research and development (RD)
(including test ranges); rulemaking (including operational approval and airworthiness standards); and development of UAS-related technologies.
Safe integration will lead us from today s need for accommodation of UAS through individual approvals to a time when standardized/routine
integration into the NextGen environment is well defined. Six high-level strategic goals that are specific, measureable, attainable, realistic, and
timely were developed to reflect the principal objective of safe UAS integration into the NAS. These high-level goals - summarized below - were
derived from existing goals provided by the partner agencies and should therefore resonate with the wide...
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